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MCCLELLAFS LAST SERVICE TO TEE REPUBLIC. 



TART n. 



The battle of Antietam had been fought and won, on the 
17th of September, 1862. General Lee had retreated across the 
Potomac on the night of the 18th. General McClellan, for reasons 
which we have detailed in our former paper, had determined that 
in the condition of his army after the battle an immediate advance 
into the enemy's country was impracticable ; and, moreover, he had 
reached the utmost limit from which, according to the only order 
that he then held, he could be justified in offensive movements. 
He had fought the battle of Antietam for the defense of "Wash- 
ington ; in command of " the troops for the defense of the capi- 
tal," as the order of September 2d was framed ; and even by this 
construction of his authority he had taken upon himself a vast 
responsibility. The President, on the 1st of October, had visited 
the scene of the battle, learned the exhausted and destitute con- 
dition of the army, told General McClellan that he should not be 
ordered to move until he was ready, and voluntarily promised that 
he should be continued in command. 

There now arose a very extraordinary condition of things. A 
general was in the field, at the head of an army of nearly one hun- 
dred thousand men, awaiting orders. But that army needed indis- 
pensable supplies, before it could be put in motion in pursuit of the 
enemy, and many of its departments required reorganization. It 
had, too, to perform the duty of guarding the passes of a long reach 
of the Potomac against a new invasion of Maryland and a sudden 
descent upon Washington. The higher officials at the seat of Gov- 
ernment, who had the control of military affairs, began at an early 
period after the battle of Antietam to call in question the truth of 

Erratum. — On page 309 of the " Review," /or "northern Maryland" read "south- 
ern Maryland." 



